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Deep beneath Seattle, a 6.7 'silent quake’ nobody felt
Global Positioning System 'blip' leads scientists to
discovery

Friday, April 20, 2001

By TOM PAULSON

SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER REPORTER

SAN FRANCISCO -- In August 1999, a 6.7-magnitude "silent earthquake" started
deep beneath Seattle and moved north into Vancouver Island over the next 35
days.

"It was equivalent in energy to the Nisqually quake," said Herb Dragert, a scientist
with the Geological Survey of Canada in Sidney, B.C.

Lori Dengler
Humboldt State University
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By Michael Corbett
For The Union

About 15 minutes after the
Gorda Plate interface rips along
its 150-mile length offshore, a
wall of water approximately 30
feet high will wash over the
Samoa Peninsula, across the har-
bor, and flood sumounding water-
fronts in one 10 two feet of water

The 2,000 10 3,000 residents
of Manila, Fairhaven and Samoa
will have only one clear waming
of the impending tidal wave —
the severs and prolonged ground
shaking of one minute or more
that characterizes a great subduc-
tion zone carthquake,

With road access to both
Eurcka and Ascata cut off by
ground movement, eMEIRENCy
planning officials are hard pressed
10 propose any solution to such a
problem — ome of the many
recognized now as part of a likely
scenario in the future of Hum-
boldt County.

*“This is not science fiction, it
is reality,” said state geologist

James Davis

tion zone quake on the Cascadia
faalt.
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R h at Humboldt State
University by Professor Gary Car-

ver indicates that five such giant

‘Big One’ would wreak havoc

fessor of geophysics at Humbokit
State Un ity

The unremforced masonry
buildings, | think, are something
that we cannot live with, Those
are the kinds of buildings that kill
people,’’ she said.

But, she said, *"The vision of
absolutely everything going flat to
the ground is not the case,'" she
said

Tousan Toppozada of the De-
partment of Conservation, Divi-
sion of Mines and Geology said
one severe problem would be
hospital space

*“There are 348 hospital beds
Jocally, but one third of those
woa't be available. So, with so
few resources, outside help will
be critical,”” he said.

The rural location of much of




PINIONS

The Dally Forum for the Norh Coast Comenunity

March 17, 1995 O

Friday, March 17, 1

A Times-Standard editorial
—————__orandard editorial

Now’s the time to prepare
for the cataclysm next time

hether 1t
fearing the
preparing

temblar would
wipe out roads,

emergency
misstn,

ey are in their infant

s hold much promise,

ey to survival. For when

t will be such grass-rooty
lay. @

save the d

March 15, 1995

By Mike McXenzie-Bahr
Trpicate sta® wrter
Portions of & atate study
regardieg local vulners Y
to earthquakes is Mlawed,

al handliag of the report &
letter of complaint is being
sent to Gov. Pete Wilson

Del Norte County and
Crescest City representa
tives said they plas (o use
the mformation ia the study,
which was presented by
state officials Moaday in Eu
reka, % prepare for 8 damag-
ing earthquake and as ac-

companying trunami.

But they are upset the
meeting was the first time
they saw the report, even
though it had been worked
00 at the state level for three
years at a cost of approxi-
mately 000
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Perry said regardless of
the those problems, a quake
of that magnitude would cre-
ato “quite a lot of devastation
through a large area.

“We weuld not be high sa
the kst of the state's priori
thes,” he said. “We o o be
able to take care of curselves
for & period of time *
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Education Efforts

* Print material

* PSAs

* Redwood Coast
Tsunami Work Group

* EQ — Tsunami Room at
County Fairs

*Tsunami Curriculum

Earthquake said, “Well. | shall tear up the
T y we will be

& teacher workshops
« Community talks and
workshops
Relative tsunami :
hazard maps mm,...m.m.. ol
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HTW TC SURVIVI:
EARTHQUAKIES & TSUNAMIS
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Why wos this scenario earthquake chosen?

About Earihquoke Pioaning Scenarios

Doos e SCONaNo say whan this earhquake wil

happen?
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Preparedness Actions Taken

House bolted to foundation

Latches on kitchen cupboards m Nov. 06

= Apr. 01
Out-of-the-area contact o Jan. 96

m Mar. 95

m Nov. 93
Water heater secured to wall m Apr. 93

Wood stove secured

3 days food/water

40 60 80
Percent Yes




Tsunami Awareness

Knows what Cascadia S.Z. is

Not safe after 1st wave retreats

Tsunami can arrive minutes after EQ

Knows what tsunami is

Government responsible

People in affected area
responsible

Had talked about earthquakes

Damaging EQ likely in 10 years

20

Opinions

40 60 80

Percent Yes

100

B Nov. 06
o Apr. 01
" Mar. 85”
@ Nov. 93
B Apr. 93

m Nov. 06
= Apr. 01
0 Jan. 96
‘m Mar. 95
m Nov. 93

H Apr. 93

100
Percent Yes




EQ Room at Fair

Has received information

Had seen "On Shaky Ground"
Attended talk or workshop

Sought information on EQs

Information

-

20 30 40 50 60 70
Percent Yes

| Nov. 06
@ Apr. 01
O Jan. 96

“1TE Mar. 95

= Nov. 93
B Apr. 93




